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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 

106A(a) or’’ after ‘‘other than’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–650 effective 6 months 
after Dec. 1, 1990, see section 610 of Pub. L. 101–650, set 
out as an Effective Date note under section 106A of this 
title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 101, 104A of this 
title. 
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AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–553, § 2(a)(3), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2750, added item 511. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 104A, 115, 912 of 
this title. 

§ 501. Infringement of copyright 

(a) Anyone who violates any of the exclusive 
rights of the copyright owner as provided by sec-
tions 106 through 118 or of the author as pro-
vided in section 106A(a), or who imports copies 
or phonorecords into the United States in viola-
tion of section 602, is an infringer of the copy-
right or right of the author, as the case may be. 
For purposes of this chapter (other than section 
506), any reference to copyright shall be deemed 
to include the rights conferred by section 
106A(a). As used in this subsection, the term 
‘‘anyone’’ includes any State, any instrumental-
ity of a State, and any officer or employee of a 
State or instrumentality of a State acting in his 
or her official capacity. Any State, and any such 
instrumentality, officer, or employee, shall be 
subject to the provisions of this title in the 
same manner and to the same extent as any 
nongovernmental entity. 

(b) The legal or beneficial owner of an exclu-
sive right under a copyright is entitled, subject 
to the requirements of section 411, to institute 
an action for any infringement of that particu-
lar right committed while he or she is the owner 
of it. The court may require such owner to serve 
written notice of the action with a copy of the 
complaint upon any person shown, by the 
records of the Copyright Office or otherwise, to 

have or claim an interest in the copyright, and 
shall require that such notice be served upon 
any person whose interest is likely to be af-
fected by a decision in the case. The court may 
require the joinder, and shall permit the inter-
vention, of any person having or claiming an in-
terest in the copyright. 

(c) For any secondary transmission by a cable 
system that embodies a performance or a dis-
play of a work which is actionable as an act of 
infringement under subsection (c) of section 111, 
a television broadcast station holding a copy-
right or other license to transmit or perform the 
same version of that work shall, for purposes of 
subsection (b) of this section, be treated as a 
legal or beneficial owner if such secondary 
transmission occurs within the local service 
area of that television station. 

(d) For any secondary transmission by a cable 
system that is actionable as an act of infringe-
ment pursuant to section 111(c)(3), the following 
shall also have standing to sue: (i) the primary 
transmitter whose transmission has been al-
tered by the cable system; and (ii) any broadcast 
station within whose local service area the sec-
ondary transmission occurs. 

(e) With respect to any secondary trans-
mission that is made by a satellite carrier of a 
primary transmission embodying the perform-
ance or display of a work and is actionable as an 
act of infringement under section 119(a)(5), a 
network station holding a copyright or other li-
cense to transmit or perform the same version 
of that work shall, for purposes of subsection (b) 
of this section, be treated as a legal or beneficial 
owner if such secondary transmission occurs 
within the local service area of that station. 

(Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2584; Pub. L. 100–568, § 10(a), Oct. 31, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2860; Pub. L. 100–667, title II, § 202(3), Nov. 
16, 1988, 102 Stat. 3957; Pub. L. 101–553, § 2(a)(1), 
Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2749; Pub. L. 101–650, title 
VI, § 606(a), Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5131.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

HOUSE REPORT NO. 94–1476 

The bill, unlike the present law, contains a general 
statement of what constitutes infringement of copy-
right. Section 501(a) identifies a copyright infringer as 
someone who ‘‘violates any of the exclusive rights of 
the copyright owner as provided by sections 106 
through 118’’ of the bill, or who imports copies or 
phonorecords in violation of section 602. Under the lat-
ter section an unauthorized importation of copies or 
phonorecords acquired abroad is an infringement of the 
exclusive right of distribution under certain circum-
stances. 

The principle of the divisibility of copyright owner-
ship, established by section 201(d), carries with it the 
need in infringement actions to safeguard the rights of 
all copyright owners and to avoid a multiplicity of 
suits. Subsection (b) of section 501 enables the owner of 
a particular right to bring an infringement action in 
that owner’s name alone, while at the same time insur-
ing to the extent possible that the other owners whose 
rights may be affected are notified and given a chance 
to join the action. 

The first sentence of subsection (b) empowers the 
‘‘legal or beneficial owner of an exclusive right’’ to 
bring suit for ‘‘any infringement of that particular 
right committed while he or she is the owner of it.’’ A 
‘‘beneficial owner’’ for this purpose would include, for 
example, an author who had parted with legal title to 


